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A DISCOURSE 


Upon the Duration of Future Ponisament. 
By the Rev. Henry Ruffner, A. M. Professor of 
Languages in Washington College. Rich- 
mond: Printed by N. Pollard. 1823. 

THE TEXT. 
“« These shall go away into everlasting punishment.” 
Mart. xxv. 46. First clause. 
(Continued from p. 266.) 

In like manner the prophet Daniel, speaking of 
the resurrection, says that they who have done good 
shall awake to everlasting life, and they who have 
done evil to everlasting contempt. (Dan. xii. 2.) 
Both in the original Hebrew and the Greek of the 
Septuagint, the same word is used to express the 
duration of the life of the righteous, and of the dis- 
grace of the wicked. The apostles often quote 
from the Old Testament according to the Greek of 
the Septuagint instead of the Hebrew, and the word 
in the Septuagint is the same as that in our text. 

To shew, (if it be not superfluous) the force of 
this mode of speaking: suppose our Saviour in 
teaching the doctrine of a future state, had first 
said the wicked should be sentenced to a temporary 
fre; and then had concluded by affirming that 
these should go away into temporary punishment, 
but the righteous to temporary life. Would you 
have understood from this language, that the one 
was temporary and the other eternal? Or suppose 
he had said, that the wicked should go into punish- 
ment for an uncertain space of time, but the righ- 
teous into life for an uncertain space of time. 
Would he have conveyed to you the idea, that the 
life was certainly eternal, but that the punishment 
was certainly toend? No, you would spurn such 
absurd interpretations. But can it lessen the absurd- 
ity, that the word is everlasting, instead of tempo- 
rary or indefinite? Common sense teaches us that 
when the same thing is affirmed at once of the du- 
ration of future life and future punisliment, it is de- 
nied that they differ in duration, whether it be tem- 
porary, uncertain, or everlasting. 

But still if other texts upon the same subject de- 
clared a difference between the duration of future 
rewards and punishments, we should have to recon- 
cile them as well as we could. But the inspired lan- 
guage is uniform; always without exception, ex- 
pressing the continuance of pwnishment, heaven, 
God, and ll endless things, in the same or similar 
terms. 

Paul says that the wicked at the day of judginent 
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from 





er.* Here is still the same word in Greek. Our 
Saviour says in Matthew, “ It is better for thee to 
enter into life halt and maimed, rather than having 
two hands or two feet, to be cast into everlasting 
fire.” (Matt. xviii. 8.) In Mark we have the same 
sentiment but a different word. “It is better for 
thee to go into life maimed, than having two hands 
to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be 
quenched ; where their worm dieth not and their 
fire is mot quenched.” (Mark ix. 43, 44.) The fire 
which in Matthew is [2sevse¢] everlasting, is a fire 
that never shall be quenched: and still deepening 
the impression, our Saviour adds, that there the 
wicked are the prey of a never-dying worm, and of 
fire not quenched. Here then is an inspired defini- 
tion of everlasting punishment. Does it restrain 
the word everlasting to a limited sense, or not? In 
other places that fire is called unquenchable fire.t 
If its guilty victims should ever rise to heaven, or 
sink into utter annihilation, how should it be ever- 
lasting, unquenched, unquenchable, never-to-be- 
quenched fire, with a worm that dies not? If the 
fuel of the fire, and the food of the worm, be ever 
consumed, the fire is extinguished, and the worm 
dies. 

As [asavisc] aionios signifies eternal, so [asa] 
aion its substantive, signifies ever or eternity, in its 





* 2 Thess. i. 9. + Mark iii. 12. Luke iti. 17. 


t The word Gehenna, translated hell, is derived 
from a Hebrew phrase signifying the valley of Hin- 
nom: which was a vale by Jerusalem, where the 
apostate Jews made their children pass through fire 
to the idol Moloch. The place was therefore de- 
filed by king Josiah, and made a depository for the 
filth and carcasses of the city. Worms bred in the 
carcasses, and fires were kept up to consume them. 
All these circumstances made it a place so horrid to 
the imagination, that it came to be an emblem of 
hell; and the name of it was afterwards frequently 
applied to the place of future punishment. The 
same valley was also called Tophet. 2 Kings xxiii. 
10. Jer. vii. 31, 32, and chap. xix. Hence some 
have supposed that the fire of hell is called everlast- 
ing, and unquenchable, in allusion to the constant 
fires in Tophet. But it is much more reasonable to 
think that hell fire is called everlasting to distin- 
guish it from that in Tophet, which should be 
quenched, and the worm never-dying, to distinguish 
it from the worms thatdo die. But we are referred 
to Isaiah Ixvi. 22, for the same expressions that are 
used by our Saviour, but there applied to dead car- 
casses. That text rather confirms the remarks just 
made. The prophet was describing the last judg- 
ment and the ruin of the wicked, under the figure 
of a great slaughter in the sight of God’s people. 
Therefore he says, their fire, contrary to other fires, 
shall not be quenched, and their worm, contrary 





the presence of the Lord and the glory of his pow- 


to other worms, shall not die. 
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original proper sense.* But sometimes it signifies 
an age, dispensation, or state of being. How then 
can we know its exact meaning in a particular 
place? By this plain rule; when it relates to things 
belonging only to this visible world, it necessarily 
bears a limited sense: when to things beyond this 
world, it signifies an absolute eternity ; according 
to the apostolic rule, things seen are temporal, 
things not seen, (namely, those of a future state) 
are eternal. To give a clearer idea of the mat- 
ter, I beg your attention to this observation. The 
New Testament considers all duration as divided 
into ages, or distant periods and states of exist- 
ence; some temporal and some eternal. Before 
the creation of the world there was an eternity or 
infinite age. From the creation to the end of the 
world and day of judgment, are several temporal 
ages or dispensations of religion; after judgment 
there is to be another infinite or endless age. But 
since death divides the whole existence of man into 
two very different states and ages, a temporal and 
an eternal; and since his temporal age is connected 
with this visible wotld, so asav is sometimes used 
to express this distinction; the present age, isa 
scriptural expression for the present life and world ; 
the age to come for the eternal world, in which 
man has an endless age. This view of the ages, 
temporal and eternal, will make the Scripture lan- 
guage upon the subject, plain and consistent; any 
other view will make it unaccountably perplexed, 
and utterly irreconcilable.® 





* Aristotle, Philo, Phavorinus, and the Greek 
etymolugists in general, derive aion,} from aei,} ever, 
and on,§ existing. Ever-existing duration is there- 
fore the primary idea of the term. But the word is 
distinctly applied to the various respects in- which 
eternity may be considered. Ist, Eternity may be 
considered simply and absolutely as without begin- 
ning, and, progression or succession. Such is the 
existence of God, In this sense Plato uses the 
terin in his Timceus; and so do other writers. 2d, 
Eternity may be considered in reference to a_parti- 
cular point of time. Then there is a past and a future 
eternity. In this sense it is often used in Scripture, 
as well as by heathen and Christian writers. 34d, 
Eternity being thus connected with motion and 
change, may be considered as time ever moving 
onwards and producing successive events, some 
past, some p ising, and some yetto come. Astime 
in this absolute sense will never end, it is commen- 
surate with future eternity. 4th, Eternity being 
thus united with time in general, comes to be con- 
sidered as distinguished into various, successive 
parts, beginning with creation, when time began its 
course with the proper eternity, and will ever pro- 
ceed with it. We the creatures of this world, natu- 
rally consider all duration as being either before the 
world, from the world to this or some remarkable 
period of time, or fiom any one period to another; 
as from the creation to the flood, from the flood to 
Moses, from Moses to Cinist, from Christ to the 
end of the world, and from that onwards forever. 
Thus by an easy transition, aion|| was applied some- 
times to signify certain periods of time, or certain 
states of things, as the world itself, &c. But when 
it refers to things before or after this world, it signi- 
fies eternity. 


© This doctrine of the ages, temporal and eter- 
tau» tae Ser || aco» 





et, 


I shall now give you some examples of the us 
this word, premising, however, that it is emploved 
in several forms and phrases: sometimes sip aly 
“The word of the Lord abideth or standeth rood 
[ess Tov ttre] to the age, that is, to eternity."(1 
“Chiist continueth [ec rev aseve] to the eternal 
age."(2)  “ He that doeth the will of God abideth 
[ess Tov aseva] to the age of eternity."(3) Christ 
promises his people [Zcnv eswvicr} eternal life, and 
*amediately adds that they shall not perish fe: +s: 
ziwve}| to the age—to eternity.(4) One exany le 
more of this phrase. * For the wicked Is reserved 
the blackness of darkness [es tev aseve} to the 
age’(5) namely the same eternal age, during which 
the righteous shall not perish. 


m the plural is used for 
eternity. “Christ shall reign over his people [«: 


Sometimes the ages, 


revs asayec| to the ages; and of his kingdom ther 
shall be no end."(6) To strengthen the expression, 
the word is frequently doubled and compounded 
with itself. For example, “ Thy throne, O God, is 
[é¢ Tov aswve Tov aiave¢| to the age of the age.”(7) 
But to express eternity in the very strongest man- 
ner, this compound phrase is used in the plural 
number. “ To God be glory [suc Tous eswves tev ararey| 
to the ages of the ages.”(8) And this phrase is ne- 
ver in the New Testament applied exclusively to the 
ages of tine, but only to the ages of all futurity. 

I have introduced these remarks, to prepare vour 
minds for estimating the proper force of the argu 
ment which I shall now propose to you from the 
book of Revelation. In that book the strong phras 
“the ages of the ages,” is frequently used, and no 
other phrase of the same meaning is used. I shall 
mention all the subjects to which it is applied in 
that book. 
ages of the ages—that is forever and ever:”(9 


“'To God be glory and power to th 


“ God liveth forever and ever :"(10) “ Blessing and 
glory to Hi that sitteth upon the throne and to the 
lamb forever and ever :"(11) “1 (says Christ) was 
dead and behold Lam alive forever and ever.” 

“Her smoke (the smoke of mystical Babylon alte: 
her fall) ascendeth up forever and ever.”(15)—her 
ruin shall be endless. “ Christ shall re ‘en Sforeve: 





nal, is proved by a comparison of the texts in whic ch 
atont occurs. I shall cite a few. 1 Cor. x. 11. “Up- 
on us {la dele ton atonont} the ends of the ages have 
come:” thatis, the last of the temporal ages or dis- 
pensations. Matt. xxiv. 3. {tes sunteleias tou aion- 
os§} “ of the completion of ‘the age:” that is of the 
world. 2 Tim. iv. 10. Having loved [fon nun aio- 
na||| the present age, life, or world. Matt. xii. 32. 
[oute en toute aiont oute en to mellonti.S Neither in 
this age, world, or state of being, nor in the future. 
Acts xv. 18. Known unto God [ap aionos**} from 
the age, that is the eternity before creation, were all 
his works. Examples of the future ages, after the 
end of the world, follow in the body of the discourse. 
(1) 1 Pet. i. 25. (2) Heb. vii.24. (3) 1 John ii. 17. 
(4)Jobn x. 28. (5)Jude 13, — and 2d Pet. ii. 17. 
(6) Luke i. 33. (7) Heb. i. 8. (8) Gal. i 
(9) Rev. i. 6. (10) iv. 9, 10, & x. 6. & xv. 7. 
(11) v, 13, & vii. 12. (12)1. 18. (13) xix. 3. 
t aiov t v2 Tee Tey aiavey 


§ tHe euvTnuas 7H asanee J Tov vuY aire 
W ste ev rere asewvs cule ty Te etAroyi(. “* am’ ature: 
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and ever:"(1) “The redeemed in heaven shall 
reign forever and ever.”(2) There is but one more 
subject, to which the phrase is applied: “ If any 
worship the beast and his image (that is, join the 
enemies of true religion) he shall be tormented 
with fire and brimstone—and the smoke of their 
torment ascendeth up forever and ever.”(3) Again: 
«The devil that deceived the nations was cast into 
the lake of fire, where the beast and the false pro- 
phet are, and they shall be tormented day and night 
forever and ever.—And I saw a great white throne, 
‘and bim that sat thereon.—And I saw the dead, 
small avd great, stand before God ; aid the books 
were opened ; and another book was opened which 
ys the book of life; and the dead were judged out 
of those things written in the books according to 
their works.—And whosoever was not found wiit- 
ren in the book of life, was cast into the lake of 
five.'(4)—namely that fire in which it had just 
been said the devil and the beast, and the false 
prophet and their followers, should be tormented 
forever and ever.”* 

What things then saith the Spirit in the book of 
this prophecy, shall be forever and ever? Only 
these; the ruin of Christ’s enemies represented by 
the mystical Babylon; the life, perfections, glory 
id reign of God and of Christ; the felicity of the 
redeemed in heaven: and the torments of the 
damned in the lake of fire. 

But since this book, more than any other, un- 
folds the secrets of futurity, and carries its visions 
quite beyond the judgment into the abysses of eter- 
nity; perhaps it may afford some hint that the ages 
of ages of torment is not as long as the ages of ages 
of God and of heaven. Cheerfully would I find and 





(1) Rev. xi. 15. (2) xxii. 9. (3) xiv. 10, 11. 
4) xx. 10-15. 

* It is alleged that atgnt cannot strictly signify 
eternity, because in the Septuagint version of the 
Oid Testament, the particles ett and epekeinat are 
sometines added to give the greater emphasis. 
These examples occur: Exod. xv. 18. The Lord 
shall reign ton aiona, kai ep’ aiona kai eti,§ forever 
md ever and farther. Don. xii. 3. They shall 
shine as the stars eis ton aiona kai efi,|| forever and 
farther, Mic. iv. 5. We will walk in the name of 
the Lord eis ton atona kai epekeina,| fovever and 
beyond it. 

I remark that these are not the only instances in 
which the Septuagint translators made bad Greek 
for the sake of making their version appear pre- 
cisely literal. It was not to give explicitness to 
aion,** that such particles are a few times added; 
ior the classical Greek writers and the apostles 
never felt the need of such an addition when they 
wanted to express eternity. It was to give what 
seemed a literal rendering of the Hebrew phrase, 
literally in English forever and ever, that they 
added eft and epekeina,tt §§ both mean ever, or 
eternity by themselves, when applied to things ca- 
pable of eternal duration. Both are joined for the 
same reason that we join ever to forever; not be- 
cause each singly does not fully express the thing 
intended, but because the union of both gives the 
inind a stronger impression of it. 


t arev = tet & erexeve § ror aiwva, wat er’ aime 


xaids || es rev awe wae 7h ‘| sis Tov teove was 


‘rine "* aim it 0: & erexuve 


Hayy adyd gay & aby 


improve such a hint. We hear indeed of death and 
Hades being cast into the lake of fire.* But this 
only informs us, that after the resurrection of all 
the dead,temporal death and Hades (or the inter- 
mediate state of souls between death and judgment) 
will have lost their power, and, as if they were con- 
demned persons, will be consigned to punishment, 
for hurting the people of God. 
( To be continued.) 
REMARKS. 

Mr. Ruffner assumes the position, that the pro- 
phet Daniel (xii. 2.) speaks of a resurrection pos- 
terior to the present mode of being. But the first 
verse teaches a different doctrine. The Spirit, who 
taught Daniel ina vision, commences, as related 
in the tenth chapter, and informs Daniel that he 
“is come to make thee understand what shall be- 
fal thy people [the Jews,] in the latter days; for yet 
the vision ts for days.” Not for another world, nor 
for, or to, eternity. The Spirit continaes his in- 
structions to the close of the book, the 12th chapter. 
Mr. R.’s quotation is a part of this, which is con- 
fined to the Jewish people, and to this mode of be- 
ing. The Spirit says, “ At that time shall Michael 
[Christ] stand up, the great Prince which standeth 
for the children of thy people ; [the Jews ;] and there 
shall be a time of trouble, such as never was,” &c. 
It is at this time that “ many of them that sleep in 
the dust of the earth shall awake,” &c. Mr. R. 
believes, all that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake at the general resurrection. The time spo- 
ken of, therefore, is the time of Christ, who quotes 
the very words of Daniel, applies them to the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, and the end of the Mosaic 
economy. Jolin v. contains a parallel passage. Mr. 
R. is altogether mistaken relative to the meaning 
of this passage. 

Mr. R.’s next paragraph is childish. When the 
premises fall, the conclusions fall with them. Sir, 
we will tell you what we understand. We under- 
stand from Christ’s language, that the punishme#t 
and the life spoken of, are the punishment and the 
life of the age. A person may “go into this pun- 
ishment,” may endure the punishment a year, ten 
years, ora day. The punishment is the punish- 
ment ofthe age. The penitentiary system of the 
state of New-York, is the punishment of the age. 
Sir, can not a person go into this punishment, un- 
less the party remains in the penitentiary as long as 
the penitentiary system lasts? “Common sense” 
teaches, that a person may go into aionion or agion 
punishment, and not remain suffering this punish- 
ment one year. The same of the life. The life is a 
consequence of knowledge, or faith of the party. 





* Rev. xx. 14. Hades, sometimes rendered the 
grave, and sometimes Hell, is never used in Scrip- 
ture like Gehenna, for the place of final punishment ; 
but for the place where departed souls dwell until 
the resurrection. In it is Paradise assigned to the 
righteous, where our Saviour’s soul abode while 
separated from the body. There, too, is a separate 
place for the wicked, who undergo some sufferings, 
but not as great as when they shall be cast body and 
soul into the lake of fire. See Campbell on the 
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When a man’s faith departs, his aionion life is 
gone. But the consequence, the aionion life, re- 
mains to all who have the faith. All Mr. R.’s con- 
clusions, derived from his premises, making the 
life and punishment posterior to this world, are 
weaker than a cobweb. 

Mr. R. continues, * Paul says, that the wicked at 
the day of judgment shall be punished with ever- 
lasting destruction from the presence of the Lord 
and the glory of his power. 2 Thess. i. 9.” He adds, 
“ Here is still the same word in Greek.” Sir, Paul, 
does not say this shall happen at the “ day of judg- 
ment.” However, we admit it. Read Matt. xvi. 
27, 28, and the other passages we have quoted to 
prove that Christ came about 1800 years ago. Sir, 
the same Jerusalem or Jews, are spoken of. “ Cry 
unto Jerusalem that her warfare is accomplished ; 
that her iniquities are pardoned, for she hath re- 
ceived at the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.” 
(Isa. xl. 2.) 

Mr. R. Continues—“ Our Saviour says in Mat- 
thew, ‘It is better,’” &c. “than to be cast into 
everlasting fire.’ True, Sir, the aionion fire. Mr. 
R. quotes from Mark ix. 45, 44. “ It is better for thee 
to go into life maimed, than having two hands to go 
into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched,” 
&e. Mr. R. adds, “The fire which in Matthew is 
(a@iontos) everlasting ; is a fire that never shall be 
quenched,” &c. Sir, we ask you, solemnly, Are you 
so ignorant of the original Greek of Griesbach, as 
not to know that the words “never shall be,” which 
you handle so adroitly, are not to be found there ? 
Or, Sir, ave you privy to this fact, and calculating 
upon the ignorance of your readers, have you un- 
dertaken to deceive them, and palm upon them for 
the words of Christ, that, which vou know Christ 
never spoke? The reader shall judge of your de- 
merit. You, Sir, know, if you are qualified for a 
professor of languages, that the words “ never shall 
be,” which the translators have printed in the text, 
are not to be found in any correct Greek Testa- 
ment! How dare you, Sir, say, “Here then is an 
inspired definition of everlasting punishment?” 
How dare you say, “Our Saviour adds, that there 
the wicked are the prey of a never-dying worm, and 
of fire not quenched?” Sir, you know, unless your 
ignorance is lamentable, that Christ speaks altoge- 
ther in the present tense. Christ says, “ It is bet- 
ter,” &ec. “that,” &e. “to go,” &e. “ where their 
worm dieth not, and the fire ts not quenched.” 
Christ adds, “For every one shall be salted with 
fire.” Paul says, (1 Cor. iii. 11-15.) “Fer other 
foundation can no man lay, than that is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this 
foundation, gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
stubble ; every man’s work shall be made manifest. 
For the day shall declare it, because it shall be reveal- 
ed by fire ; and the fire shall try every man’s work, 
of what sort itis. If any man’s work abide which he 
hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If 
any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: 
but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” 
While the party is in hell, Gehenna, their worm 
*xists—the fire is not quenched. Our Saviour 





never said the “ wicked are the prey ofa never-dying 
worm.” It is their worm. It is the fire. 

This was addressed to Christ’s disciples, who had 
usurped an unjustifiable authority over the con- 
sciences of others. Sir, we tell you, you had better 
cut off your hand; that is, divest yourself of all 
that is opposed to the “ God who is the Saviour of 
all men,” and enter into his favour, which is life, 
maimed, than to have all your honours and emolu- 
ments, and suffer the anxiety, suspense, doubt, and 
apprehension, which you now do. The world would 
consider you as maimed, no doubt. Will you con- 
sider the life spoken of to be a future heaven ; and 
that men go there maimed? Sir, is heaven to be 
filled with invalids, and hell with athletic men of 
perfect form? Now, Sir, repeat your interroga- 
tion—*“ If its guilty victims should ever rise to 
heaven, or sink to annihilation ; how should it be 
everlasting, unquenched, unquenchable, never-to-be 
quenched fire, with a worm that dies not?” Ans, 
Christ gives no such account of the fire, &c. We 
have shown that the fire of hell is wickedness ; that 
the people who are wicked are the fuel. You ask— 
“Tf the fuel of the fire, [the people,) and the food of 
the worm, be ever consumed, the fire is extinguish- 
ed, and the worm dies.” Very good, Sir; read the 
prophet Malachi, iv. 1. “ For behold the day cometh, 
[not the eternity] that shall burn as an oven; and 
all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be 
stubble ; and the day that cometh shall burn them 
up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch.” Sir, please to answer— 
Is the fire spoken of by the prophet, and the fire of 
Gehennan alike ; that is, the same? You must an- 
swer, No. For the fire of Gehennan is wickedness, 
and the fire spoken of by the prophet, is the fire of 
God's day ; God’s fire, (and the question is asked, 
“Is not uiy word as a fire ?”’) which will destroy the 
wicked. The fire of Gehennan, Sir, according to 
you, will preserve the wicked! Alas! for the man 
who vindicates error against the truth. Sir, the 
Lord of hosts has said, the wicked shall be destroy- 
ed root and branch. You have decided, that when 
this happens, “ the fire is extinguished, and the 
worm [of the carcass] dies.” Thus, Sir, the testi- 
mony of God, and your own conclusion destroys 
your dear-bought premises!!! 

Mr. R. in his note in the margin, acknowledges 
the truth relative to the derivation of the word ren- 
dered Hell. But his declaration, that “ the name 
of it [the valley] was afterwards frequently applied 
to the place of future punishment,” is destitute even 
of the shadow of truth ; unless we qualify it by sup- 
posing the word afterwards, to refer to a time pos- 
terior to Christ, when the corruptions of the present 
day were generated, and the truth held in unrigh- 
teousness. Mr. R. again harps upon his never-dying 
worm. He says, the prophet Isarah, Ixvi. 22, “ says; 
their fire, contrary to other fires, shall not be 
quenched,” &c. Sir, the prophet says no such 
thing. He draws no comparison whatever. We 
read, Levit. vi. 15, “ The fire shall ever be burning 
upon the altar ; it shall never go out.” Pray, Sir, 
what Greck words are used here? Has the fire 














gowe out upon the Jewish altars? Are the dead 
varsasses of the men, and the men one and the 
same ? They do not look upon the men, only upon 
their carcasses. The carcasses, not the men, shall 
be an abhorring, &c. We must love all men, not 
abhor them. Itis the carcasses of the men who have 
transgressed against God, Sir, have you ever trans- 
gressed? What will become of your carcass ? 
Will you always remain in it? Your carcass may 
be abhorred, even by your dearest friends and re- 
latives. Paul abhorred his own carcass, and cried, 
“ O wretched man that lam! who shall deliver me 
from the bedy of this death ?” (Rom. vii. 24.) Paul 
Do all transgressors die ? How did 
it happen to Paul? Let Paul speak—* Sin re- 
vived, and I died.” (Rom, vii. 9.) 

Mr. R. in his next paragraph says, “ As aionios 
signifies eternal, so aton its substantive, signifies 
ever or eternity, in its original proper sense.” This 
declaration is to be understood of these words in the 
abstract. So we must believe that aion, (substan- 
tive,) means eternity, an endless duration. The ad- 
jective aiontos, or aionion, (derived from it,) means 
eternal, or never-ending. Surely, this is plain. 
But we are immediately told, “ sometimes it {aion)} 
signifies a age, dispensation, or state of being.” It 
appears, then, from Mr. R.’s concessions and asser- 
tions, that the “ original proper sense” of the word 
aion, is * sometimes ever or eternity ;” and “ some- 
times an age,” &c. He asks, “ How then can we 
know its exact meaning in a particular place ?” He 
answers—*“ By this plain rule; when it relates to 
things belonging only to this visible world, it neces- 
sarily [remember this, necessarily] bears a limited 
sense,” &c. Thus, reader— “The word aion in its 
original proper sénse, signifies eternity.” But in 
“ its original proper sense,” it is “ sometimes neces- 
sarily limited.” Shall we say the inspired writers 
used this word properly? Certainly. They “ neces- 
sarily limited the word,” by applying it to the things 
of the “ present visible world.” Therefore, ac- 
cording to Mr. R., this word has an indeterminate 
meaning. It appears that aionios applied to visible 
things, signifies temporal, or temporary! Sir, we 
deny this. Paul says, agreeably to your quotation, 
“the things which are seenare proskaira temporal, 
or for atime; but the things which are not seen 
are aiona.” (Sermon p. 18, 19.) We ask you, Sir, 
if the word aion can be used as a synonyma for 
proskaira? 'The word aion signifies age ; whether 
the age of an infant of a day, or the age of Jeho- 
vah’s eternity. Does the English word age signify 
temporal, or for a time ? 

Again: You say, “ sometimes it [aion] signifies 
a stale of being.” By the word state, we must un- 
derstand the condition or circumstances of the be- 
ing spoken of. Let us test this. The condition 
of the damned, according to Mr. R., is a miserable 
one, attended with dreadful circumstances. Does 
the word aion ever signify miserable and dreadful ? 
We regret, Sir, that you have not proved and illus- 
trated some of your iinportant propositions. ‘Take 
your text. “These shall go away into kolasin 
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dition or circumstances of the being of the party, or 
the word kolasin ? The word kolasin signifies cor- 
rection. The condition and circumstances of the 
party are therefore signified by the word kolasin. 
The party had a being before, but now go into a 
different state of being; which is defined by the 
word kolasin to be a state of correction. We now 
arrive at the proper distinction. The word aionion 
relates to the nature of the correction, and not to 
the duration of it.* That is, to the properties of 
the correction, and not to its continuance. The 
question must be answered—W hat are the proper- 
ties of the correction—the punishment ? Will the 
punishment eventuate in the good or evil of the 
punished? Read the prophet Ezekiel, (xvi.) and 
answer—“ Thou shalt remember thy ways and be 
ashamed,” &c. “ And I will establish my cove- 
nant with thee; and thou shalt know that I am the 
Lord.” Not if you will make a covenant with me ; 
but “I will establish my covenant.” Sir, you must 
answer—Did not the Jews, spoken of by the prophet, 
“ go into the everlasting punishment ?” Will they 
remain there, after God has established his cove- 
nant with them—after they have remembered their 
ways, and been ashamed—after they have known 
the Lord ? (See Psa. Ixxxvi. 9; xxii. 27.) Sir, it 
is the correction of the age which is spoken of. It 
is the nature or property of the correction of the 
age to benefit the corrected. They are corrected,— 
they remember their ways, and the Lord establish- 
es his covenant with them. A glorious consumma- 
tion. Let every heart rejoice, and every tongue 
proclaim, “ Praise ye the Lord. O give thapks 
unto the Lord; for he is good: for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever.” (Psa. cvi.) But how long shail 
the correction continue? Ans. Until the party is 
correcled—ashamed, &c. Therefore, it is the na- 
ture or property of the correction, to make the par- 
ty corrected remember their ways, and be ashamed. 
Then, God “ establishes his covenant with them ;” 
and they know that he is the Lord. A prophet 
says, “ They that know thy name will put their trust 
in thee.” 

Mr. R. introduces Aristotle and others for autho- 
rity ; and says, “ the Greek etymologists in general, 
derive aion from aet, ever, and on, existing.” Sir, 
we appeal to you for the truth of the assertion, that 
Aristotle, and others of the most learned Greek 
writers, used and applied the word aion, as we use 
and apply the English word age. Pray, Sir, if the 
substantive signifies ever-eristing, what does the 
adjective atonion signify ? You answer, of aionios, 
that it signifies elernal. What does eternal signify ? 
Ans. Endless. What does endless signify? Ans. 
Ever-existing. Consequently, your rule must de- 
stroy all distinction. Take your quotation in your 
marginal note, 1 Cor. x. 11. “ Upon us the ends of 
the ages have come : [ta lele ton aivnon.”} (Spelled 
with omega.) Surely we must understand, according 
to your primary ideas of the substantive, and your 
application of the word properly, &c. that a number, 





* Remember, the age spoken of has been proved to be 
different from every other which preceded or shall follow 
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a plurality of eternities have ended; because you 
contend that one aon, signifies a proper eternity. 
You add, “ that is, the last of the temporal ages or 
dipensations.” The last, remember this. The last 
came upon Paul and his compeers. Sir, the writer 
of the Apocalypse, posterior to this time, spoke of a 
plurality of ages as coming. Were they temporal, 
that is, relating to this mode of being? You have 
decided im the negative; therefore you make the 
inspwed Writer to speak absurdly. The ages are 
all gone by. There remains only an infinite dura- 
tion, undistinguished by periods, ages, or dispen- 
sations. The absurdity of your views is still more 
apparent from the use you make of Matt. xxiv. 3: 
namely, “ [tes sunteleias tow aionos ;} of the com- 
pletion of the worip.” We presume you mean all 
sublunary things ;—all the ages. Christ assured his 
disciples, in the 34th verse, that “ that generation 
should not pass” until, according to Mr. R., the 
world should end. Mr. R. then quotes Matt. xii. 
52. and, wtth the help of the printer probably, er- 
roneously. It reads thus—* oute en touto to aiona, 
oute en to mellonti.” He gives as the translation, 
“ Neither in this age, world, or state of being, nor 
in the future.” In p. 33, he says, “ Neither in this 
world, nor the world to come.” Here is another 
definition of the word ation! Sir, the original sig- 
nifies just this—* neither in this, nor in the coming 
age.” For, in despite of your sophistry, there has 
been, to say the least, one age since. The word 
mellonti signifies coming, and not only coming, but 
coming immediately. Sir, you know this well. A 
Professor of Languages cannot be so ignorant as 
you appear to be when it favours your hypothesis. 

Mr. R.’s numerous quotations do not affect the 
subject under consideration ; therefore we shall not 
fatigue the reader with useless repetitions. We will 
notice his quotation from Jude 13. This appears to 
be an error. A correct reading of the passage is as 
follows :—* to whom the blackness of darkness is 
reserved to the age.” Also, from Gal. i. 5. “ To 
God be glory, [eis tous aivnas ton aionon] to the 
ages of the ages.” Mr. R. says, “ This phrase is 
never in the New-Testament applied exclusively to 
the ages of time, but only to the ages of all faturity.” 
Sir, you have decided that the last of the temporal 
ages ended in Paul’s time. That an eternal age 
was coming. Now, we have ages upon ages! all of 
them eternal! What a predicament! Sir, why 
was not this emphatic phrase used in your text ? 
Thus—* These shall go away into punishment to 
the ages of the ages.” Instead of the simple adjec- 
tive aionion, the whole of your long phrase. Why 
should an inspired writer think it necessary to mul- 
tiply words, when, according to you, the potent 
word aiontos would have answered his purpose ef- 
fectually ? We ask you, Sir, have not ages of ages 
already passed? Can that which has an end be 
eternal? You must answer, No! Thus all your 
labour is for nought. 

Mr. R. continues his quotations quite into the 
book of Revelation. There he finds a strong phrase 
applied to those who worship the beast and his 
image. Sir, itis declared of the beast, that he shall 


“ continue forty-two months.” (Rev. xiii. 5.) The 
same time that the “ holy city shall be trodden un- 
der foot of the Gentiles; forty-two months.” (Rey, 
xi. 2.) Can the beast be worshipped for a longer 
time than he continues? It is while the beast is 
worshipped, that the worshippers are tormented, 
We find that the phrase for ever and ever, [eis aionas 
aionon, | is limited to forty-two months. This, ac- 
cording to the usual calculation of prophetic time, is 
1260 years. Sir, eternity is forty-two months! 
Here you must stop. Mr. R. introduces a quota- 
tion from Rev. xx. 11-15. He says they were cast 
into “ that fire in which it had just been said the 
Devil and the beast, and the false prophet and their 
followers, should be tormented for ever and ever.” 
True, Sir, but you will recollect, for ever and ever, 
in this place, means only “ forty-two months ;” and 
that it is in this mode of being, while “ the holy city 
is trodden under foot of the Gentiles.” More than 
this, you must be classed with infidels, unless you 
admit the declarations of inspired writers to be 
truth. We read, (Heb. ii.) of Christ’s destroying 
the Devil. Sir, will you explain, how the Devil can 
exist endlessly in fire, after he is destroyed © root 
and branch ?” 

Mr. R. then refers us to a note in the margin. It 
appears the “ Septuagint translators made bad 
Greek, for the sake of making their version appear 
precisely literal.” If you please, in plain English, 
the translators of the Hebrew of the Old Testament 
into Greek, knew full well that the phrase ton aiona 
signified nothing more than to the age. Therefore, 
they added kai ep’ aiona kaieli. Wonderful to relate, 
the Septuagint writers were not “classical Greek 
writers ;” for these, and the apostles never felt the 
need of such an addition when they wanted to express 
eternity. Astonishing! When the apostles wanted to 
express a long time, that is, more than one age, ora 
number of ages, the Greek substantive and its deri- 
vatives were ail in requisition. But, when they 
wanted to express an endless duration, the longest 
possible, the substantive alone, or one of its deriva- 
tives was found sufficient! We must confess our 
surprise that a gentleman of Mr. R.’s standing and 
abilities, should venture his hypothesis, for a mo- 
ment, on board of so flimsy a vessel. Alas! even 
the apostles made bad Greek too! It is a fact, 
which all the sophistry in the world can never de- 
stroy, that the English words for ever, when given 
as the translation of the Greek words ton aiona, are 
restricted to signify for the age. Also, the word 
everlasting for aionion, to age-lasting. If the words 
for ever and everlasting, primarily signify, of ne- 
cessity, when abstractly considered, an endless du- 
ration, they cannot be a iranslation of the Greek 
words ton aiona, and aionion. 

Mr. R. says, “ But since this book, [Revelation, } 
more than any other, unfolds the secrets of futurity, 
and carries its visions quite beyond the judgment 
into the abysses of eternity ; perhaps it may afford 
some hint that the ages of ages of torment is not so 
long as*the ages of ages of God and beaven. 
Cheerfully would I find and improve such a hint.” 





Sir, we will furnish vou with hints ; and we most ar- 
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dently hope you will improve them. You have assum- 
ed the position that the things spoken of in this book 
velate to another mode of being. We ask you, 
Was not the judgment, agreeably to Rev. xiv. 6, 7, 
gmultaneous with the preaching of the gospel? You 
most answer this in the affirmative, or deny the tes- 
nmony. Sir, we can prove, if opportunity were 
granted us, that this book was written before the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. Also, that nothing is spoken 
of in the book which has any relation to events pos- 
terior to that period, except the continuance of the 
intichristian power on the earth, the present conse- 
quences attendant on the rejection of the gospel, 
ke. See chap. i. 19, “ Write the things which 
thon hast seen, [in the past tense,] and the things 
which are, [in the present tense,} and the things 
which shall be hereafter,” [in the future tense.] 
That is, the destruction of Jerusalem, the end of 
the dispensation of types and shadows, the introduc- 
tion of the gospel dispensation, under the figure of 
the new Jerusalem, which immediately took place 
of the old, and the judgment, represented in the 
anh chapter. You, Sir, will readily admit that the 
language of this book is highly figurative. There- 
fore, you must consider the figures as figures, as 
symbolical representations, and not as a literal nar- 
ration of events. 

Paul (Heb. xii. 22.) says, “ But ye are come unto 
mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, 
ihe heavenly Jerusalem,” &c. Sir, unless the new, 
or heavenly Jerusalem has come, Paul and his com- 
peers could not come unto it. You lay great 
stress upon the literal reading of chapter xx, Con- 
sider the great white throne to represent the exalta- 
tion of Christ, a Prince anda Saviour. The hea- 
vento be the Jewish church and worship; and the 
earth the Jewish temporal dominion. “ To be car- 
nally minded is death.” Thevefore, the carnally 
minded are the dead small and great. The books 
ofnature and the law are opened; aad “ another 
Sir, what book is this? Is it 
not the Gospel? Was not this book sealed to Da- 
niel the prophet ? Compare Dan. xii. and Rev. xx. 
xxi. xxii. to verse 10 of last chapter. “ Life and 
immortality were brought to light by the Gospel.” 
Then the Gospel is the book of life. The life spo- 
ken of is the agion life, the consequence of knowing 
Giod. (See John xvii. 3.) This is the life the party 
enjoys, for he finds his name written there. The 
life itself is brought to light by the book ; brought 
to the party; he sees, believes, and rejoices. Sir, 
“this is quite beyond the judgment.” This other 
hook was not opened unti! the judgment com- 
menced. Christ declared, (John xii. 31, 32.) “ Now 
isthe judgment of this wortp :* [Mun krisis esti 
tou kosmou toutou.] Now shall the prince of this 
world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all unto me.” (Nota part.) Now, 
that is, this generation. See Rev. xxii. 12. “ Be- 
hold, | come quickly.” ImmepiatEery. Not thou- 
sands of years hence. Thus, Sir, you may discover 
that the judgment commenced with the preaching of 


book was opened.” 





_* Not aionos, age. Now, this generation, commences 
the judgmeat. 





the Gospel, the opening of the books, about 1800 
years ago. Does it not follow, that the “ages of 
torment” are swallowed up in the past and passing 
ages? Remember the “ forty two months.” 

Mr. R. adds—“ We hear indeed of death and 
Hades being cast into the lake of fire. But this only 
informs us, that after the resurrection of all the 
dead, temporal death and Hades, or the intermediate 
state of souls between death and judgment, will 
have lost their power, and, as if they [that is, death 
and Hades,] were condemned persons, will be con- 
signed to punishment for hurting the people of 
God.” Astonishing! Sir, the judgment is in this 
mode of being. How can temporal death and the 
grave be punished ? Tormented, if you please. Are 
they susceptible of suffering or correction? Cer- 
tainly not. What is the lake of fire? Will it pre- 
serve, purify, or destroy? Is temporal death and 
Hades to be preserved, purified, or destroyed? Most 
assuredly, destroyed. God says, (Hosea xiii. 14.) 
“T will ransome them from the power of the grave ; 
[Sheol or Hades ;| 1 will redeem them from death: 
O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be 
thy destruction.” 

Mr. R. refers us to a note in the margin, on Rev. 
xx. 14. where he says, “ Hades, sometimes rendered 
grave, and sometimes Hell, is never used in scrip- 
ture like Gehenna, for the place of final punish- 
ment; but for the place where departed souls dwell 
until the resurrection.” Sir, you are correct, so far 
as to reject the foolish notion of the rich man in the 
parable, Luke xvi. being consigned to endless mise- 
ry. But you must produce testimony to prove that 
Gehenna is spoken of as aplace of final punishment. 
You have confessed that Gehenna is a valley con- 
tiguous to Jerusalem. You add, “ In it [Hades the 
grave} is Paradise, assigned to the righteous, where 
out Saviour’s soul abode while separate from the 
body. There too is a separate place for the wicked, 
who undergo some sufiering, but not as great as 
when they shall be cast body and soul into the lake 
of fire.” To prove this, you refer the reader not to 
the Scriptures, but to “ Campbell’s Prelim. Dissert. 
vi.” Sir, you are right. The Scriptures will not 
answer. You must goto human traditions. Hear 
what inspiration says, “ Then shall the dust return 
to the earth [Sheol, Hades] as it was; and the 
Spirit to God who gave it.” (Eccles. xii. 7.) Hades 
receives its part. “God has been our dwelling 
place in all generations ;” and will be to all coming 
ages. (See Psa. xc. 1, 2, omit the word art which is 
a supply.) How can Paradise lie in the dirt, the 
dust, the earth, the grave? When all men are 
finally raised incorruptible and immortal,(1 Cor, xv.) 
how can they suffer ? Sir, examine the Scriptures, 
and you will learn, that Hades never receives any 
thing but the dust of the ground, out of which the 
earthy man was formed. The body which shall be 
raised, @ not dust and corruption, but a spiritual 
body. Sir, matter will never be changed into spirit. 
We must be raised in the heavenly image, incor- 
ruptible and immortal. “ That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh; that which is born of the spirit is 
spirit; flesh and blood, {dust} cannot inherit the 








kingdom of God. Behold, I show you a mystery. 
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.” 
How? Aus. “ We shall be raised incorruptible.” 
Be freed fiom flesh and dust. Hear the voice of 
triaanph—* O death, where is thy sting ? O grave, 
| Hades,} where is thy victory 7” Will you, Sir, say, 
that Hades is destroyed only to give place to a lake 
of fire, a greater evil ? Sir, if you add unto these 
things, “ God shall add unto you the plagues that 
are written in the book.” 
(To be continued.) 
—p— 
ADDRESS 
Of the Carrier of the Gospel Herald to his 


Customers. 

The wheels of Time their annual course have run, 
And, lo, another year has just begun. 
Again your Carrier must resume his pen, 
To hail his Patrons and kind friends again ; 
He fondly hopes that through the year that’s fled 
Heaven's choicest blessings on you have been shed ; 
He hopes that Health has your attendant been, 
And that you have experienced Peace within ; 
And, above all, that Wisdom from above 
Has taught you to revere the Gop or Love. 

How many since my last address to you, 

Who then had prospects bright and fair in view, 
Now sleep in silence in the dark cold grave, 

Or lie entomb’d beneath the briny wave! 

How many have been call’d on to attend 

The funeral rites of some dear valued friend ; 

But, ob, how happy must the Christian be, 

Who knows the truth,that truth which made him free! 
He can rejoice that Death will be destroy’d ; 

That man no more by him shall be anaoy’d,— 

He will submit to the afflictive rod, 

For ’tis the hand of the Almighty God, 

Who chastens all the children ot his love, 

Weans them from earth, fixes their thoughts above, 
Gives them that peace of mind that inward joy, 
Which no bereavement ever can destroy : 

Thus while on earth they taste the joys of heaven, 
Through faith in bin by whom they are forgiven. 

Again my friends, I a.ust congratulate 
You on our conntry’s happy prosperous state, 
Favour’d of Heaven our wide and vast domain 
Smiles under Freedom’s mild and genial reign ; 
From the Niagara’s loud and thundering roar 
To the Atlantic’s wide extended shore, 

From where the Mississippi’s waters glide, 

To the St. Lawrence’s majestic tide 

Fair Freedom smiles o’er mountains, hills, and plains, 
And universa! harmony here reigns. 

No despot here dare raise his impious hand 

To mar the blessings of our happy land ; 

No foreign tyrant dare invade the soil 

Which has been freed by so much blood and toil ; 
No inquisition here can ask us, why 

We worship God with perfect liberty ? 

No church establishmeut can here distrain 

The poor man’s hard earn’d honest gain ; 

Richly above all other nations blest, 

We here cap worsiip God as we think best. 
How grateful then to Him ought we to be, 

For civil and religious liberty ! 

But when we cast our eyes to Europe’s shore 
We see the sword unsheath’d and stain’d with gore : 
There we behold the name of God profan’d, 

The passions of the ignorant inflam’d, 
And even Religion made a pretext for 

A most unjust and mercenary war. 
Priestcraft, that child of hell in every age, 





Mas fill’d the earth with violence and rage: 
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Priestcraft has robb’d the worthy of his food, 
And prompted man to spill his brother’s blood ; 
Depriv’d the widow of her scanty mite, ; 
Cheated the orphan of his honest right, 
Burn’d at the stake those who did dare confess 
That he is Lord who is Our Righteousness: _ 
And even here, where Freedom’s banner waves 
Priesteratt I fear can boast of many slaves. 

: Patrons and Friends of Truth, all hail ! 

You can rejoice that Truth shall never fail. 
You can rejoice that the bless’d time will come 
When all will build upon the Corner Stone: 
When wars and tumults on the earth shall cease 
When there will be an Universal Peace. 
When he whose right it is to reign, shall reign, 
And every tongue confess his glorious name : 
When every knee shall bow and own him Lord 
And no more doubt his true unerring word. , 
When the whole race of Adam shall combine, 
And the angelic hosts their voices join, 

To praise the Being they shall then adore, 
God above all, blessed for evermore. 

Patrons and Friends, accept my humble lay, 
For your prosperity I still will pray,— ; 
Fear not, while you have Truth upon your side, 
Though Error’s votaries may your cause deride: 
Fear not, while Wisdom leads you on her way, 
Though Folly’s snares may tempt your feet to stray: 
Fear not, while Jesus is your faithful Friend, 
For whom he loves he loves unto the end. 

May the new year a year of plenty be, 

A year of health and of prosperity : 

In basket and in store may you be bless’d ; 

May you adorn the faith you have profess’d ; 

With all men live in peace, in harmony and love, 

And may the God who sits in heaven above, 

Crown all your efforts while you sojourn here, 

And bless you through a never-ending year. 
New-York, January 1, 1824. 


—— 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


Subscribers to the Gospel Herald are respectfully 
informed, that in consequence of the receipt of only 
a small proportion of the subscriptions to the Pa- 
per, the Establishment is greatly embarrassed in its 
pecuniary resources; so much so as to render it 
doubtful whether the Herald can be issued for a 
longer time than to complete the third quarter of the 
year. Therefore, unless the Subscribers, who have 
not paid, can be prevailed upon to forward the 
amount of their subscriptions to the Treasurer, im 
mediately, the Association will have no other alter- 
native but to discontinue the Paper at the expira- 
tion of the third quarter, or to advance the necessary 
means from their own private funds, to continue it 
to the completion of the Volume. Subscribers, 
therefore, are most earnestly solicited to relieve the 
Establishment, by forwarding, without delay, the 
sums due from them, respectively, to James Hal! 
Treasurer, No. 454 Pearl-street, New-York. 
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PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 

Subject—2 CHRONICLES XVIII. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Estab- 

lishment of Gospel Truth,” will meet at Tolerton’s 

Academy, 63 Chrystie-street, on Turspay Even- 
ing next, at € o'clock. 
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